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SUBJECT Pormation of a Gaullist Party

1. Committess ars balng formed in all French towns to prepare a

oampaiin fob a new party to be called "Rassemblement des
Francals" (French Rally), which 1s to be headed by de Gaulle,
All parties except the Communist and the Partl Republicain de
ls Liberte (PRL) will be included.
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2. | ——
Maritimes Commities whoge secrebary general ls Alsxendre Zruchl

{or Truchl). The Committee decided to start a publiclty and
recrilting campailgn right after the 30 Merch speech of General
de Gaulle in Bruneval. This speech, which will accompeny the
laying of a cornerstone of = monument to the flrst Britlsh
¢snadlan Commando rald on the PFrench coast, l1s expected to have
consldergble polltlcal significance, Ibts text 1s to be posted

: throughout Prance alongside the text of ths fsmous June 1940

- spesch, \
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. GGG ;2 i:s0y porsomel at the meeting sald they
would try to insure public order during the recrulting campalgn
gi thg Rassonmblement des Francals in csase of Commmist-insplred

soyders,

. Backers of the movemeni dsclare that (General de Gaulle "will
X1A powor legally™ helped by repested Govermment erises,
Comment: While thers l1s much speculation in all querters
conc ng d6 gaulls's Bruneval speech, it appsars lmprobable
thet the General, st a purely militsry Frenco~British commemora-
tive ceremony, will raise internal political isaues, or will

arnounce his Intentlion to return %o active political life, Such
announcements undoubtedly would produce unfavorable resctions,)
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Chielfs of other French resistance networks, oporsted by the
British, are extremely dubious of de Gaulle's motives in
oonsentf.ng to make his first public appesrance at a cereriony
to which they were invited, in view of his open dlsteste for
persons whom he terms "agénts of forelgn powers®, They
suspect that his sudden change of hesrt indlcates that scme=-
thing is brewing,

Several of theso chilef's of ne{:v;orlzs may stay away from
Bruneval, They say they do not wish to serve by thelr prasence
the undefined purposes of de Gaulle,
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F indlcations show a steady decline
n de Caulle's prestlgs, even among his former sympathizers,

Source belleves that the situation is nct suffielently oriticel
for public opinion now to accept his roturn, ilany persons say
that In case of a aevere e¢risis, Géneral Jacques Leclere is
far better suited as e French leader than General ds Gaulle.

25X1X -

goﬂa&!!on that Henri Dastier recently started to organize

the "Partl Liberte des Francais™ as a Gaullist political group
paralleling the Rasserblement des Gauches, ﬂc;oment:

Thls is probably another report on the Rassemblomenl des PFrancals,
which would become a superparty groupement rather then a group
seeking to compete with other parties of the center,)
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political circles
now are I3 agitated over dae Gaulle's actions, They spesek
of a milit coup d'etat and especlally of a corresponding

political action. The General now is living in Paris, despite

a rumor that says the Government to reside in the 25X1A
capltal. The speech on the ninth Corment: This
reference probsbl;{mi.s made to the SITrasbourg speech mentioned

in the New York Times which 1s to commerorate on 7 April the o5x1x
liberatIon of AlSace,) 1s expected to be an app
ty and a rgllying call for all Frenchmen,
Wex-vichy eircles are becoming agiteted.
leading French g _ti

A.E. Anaury,
eation of a large
Gaullist party. not belleve 1t
is reallstic to speak of a Gaullist plot. Ile says that all the
agltation and present trouble in officisl circles merely
demonstrates the weakness of the Govermrent '
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